PLANNING FOR LONG TERM CHANGE
LET'S REARRANGE THE DECK CHAIRS (on the sloping decks of the good ship “Globalisation")

‘Win-win’ promotions in politics and the media suggest dealing with Climate Change is a breeze. Double glaze; insulate; drive a hybrid;

oh, and don’t forget to carbon offset that flight ....

However, the necessary radical changes in lifestyle would sink any political party brave enough to

promote them. Change is coming, but bottom up, from businesses and local networks developing new technology and low impact living.

A BLINKERED VIEW?

The Stern Review of the Economics of Climate Change typifies a tinkering with ‘business as usual’ in the face of the triple whammy of Climate Change;
Resource Depletion; and Population Pressure. Stern suggests that a spend of 1% of Global GDP will get us out of trouble - despite as he puts it -

a possible tripling - or quadrupling - of the global economy!! 3 USAs; 3 Chinas; 3 Europes; 3 Indias ..

.just which planet does he inhabit?

So, what are we suggesting in Globally Local?

DECKCHAIRS OR LIFEBOATS?

Instead of rearranging the deckchairs (Kyoto Protocol; Stern's
1%; carbon trading; etc.) we should be looking to the lifeboats,
ensuring they are in good order and well provisioned
to withstand the demise of globalisation.

‘SUSTAINABLE REGIONAL ECONOMIES’

According o UKCIP (Climate Impact Panel) nothing we do will
prevent significant changes in world climate. Nothing can prevent
'Peak Oil’ and the depletion of essential resources (e.g. world

fish stocks). Nor will any action prevent an increase in world
population of between 30 and 50% on present numbers.

THEREFORE we should work to identify action which will enable
regions to survive in a radically changed world, This is NOT
ISOLATIONISM. Trade will be essential as regions will need to
support each other. Rather than the present globalised "rush to
the bottom"” of enforced (e.g. by WTO) competition, it would be
trade based on subsidiarity and complementarity.

These proposed ‘functional regions’ are relatively easy to identify,

but will vary, geographically, economically, and demographically.
At the one end of the scale is the isolated Island of Bermuda
with its population of 75,000. On the other perhaps New Zealand
could be seen as a viable macro unit but with internal sub-regions
individually adapting their local infrastructure to match local
climate and resource conditions.

DEFINITIONS AND STARTING POINTS

What does a region (West Midlands UK; Nagoya/Aichi Prefecture
Japan; Hamilton/Waikato County NZ: Bermuda) require in terms
of basic resources to meet the needs of its population?

Where are the deficiencies, and what measures are feasible -
short and long ferm - to develop a more sustainable economy?
MOST IMPORTANTLY, what collaborative trading arrangements
will be required with other regions to sustain life?

SUSTAINABILITY versus COMPETITION:
STEPS TOWARD ‘COLLABORATIVE REGIONALISM’;

A - Identify functional regions (researched via Universities)

B - Profile each region’s present ecological footprint in the five
essentials of water; food; energy; building; and transport

C - Identify efficiencies which can be made - this will include
identifying changes already under way and ensuring these receive
appropriate support from funding and research agencies.

EXAMPLE In the West Midlands UK a recently established
company has some 150 local food producers on its books ready to
switch to supplying local population centres; The Modec company
in Coventry is producing an all electric 2.5 ton truck capable of
delivering this food; restaurants and schools are interested in
“buying local™ ... and waste cooking oils become biofuels ...

D - Assess the
TRADING REQUIREMENTS of the restructured region.



our DEVELOPING GLOBAL CONNECTIONS include:-

NAGOYA/AICHI PREFECTURE, JAPAN -NAGOYA CARBON
& TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE - (NCTX) - is a grass roots
consortium of industry, local government, academia, providing
technology exchange to aid a reduction in CO2 emissions, and
a move toward a more sustainable regional economy;

SESIMBRA - PORTUGAL - Pelicano civil engineering company,

co-founder, with WWF, of One Planet Living (OPL), are develop-

ing integrated eco-friendly residential and recreational areas,
linked with the restoration of ancient cork oak forest;

HAMILTON/WAIKATO COUNTY- NEW ZEALAND - a region
capable of a high degree of food & energy self-sufficiency in
the face of rapid population and infrastructure growth;

The Island of BERMUDA - now examining the implications of
Climate Change for their future. (cf Aran Isles, western Eire
- similar geology: different climate.)

In WEST MIDLANDS UK, our themes are FOOD & FASHION:,

a) working with West Midlands Food Links, Arthur Brett Ca-
tering, and Heart of England Fine Foods; b) building a quality
fashion business with recycled, renewable, and ethically traded
materials; (see "Changing Lifestyles" on our web page).
DEVELOPING A STRATEGY
Local action by businesses, and communities around the world is
producing change. Globally Local views the strategic development of
inter-linked regional economies as essential to providing a sustainable
infrastructure resilient enought to survive the triple whammy of Climate
Change; Resource Depletion; and Population Pressure.

DEVELOPING OPPORTUNITIES and TIMESCALE
Centres of Higher Education are well placed to research the concept of
sustainable regional economies as a counter-balance to the single global
market. Profiling of regions could take up to a decade....

CONTACTS

For further information on Globally Local:-

email: dmc@globallylocal.net www.globallylocal.net
telephone:- 0121 523 6682 or 07791 060272

post: c/o Trilby Multimedia 47-49 Loveday Street, Birmingham, B4 6NR

SAVE THE PLANET! Use public transport
SAVE THE PLANET! Recycle your waste

SAVE THE PLANET!! Eat local foods
SAVE HUMANITY!! build a windmill
CLIMATE CHANGE is happening - it&s ofpcal!
The evidence has been mounting for decades, and now suggests
unstoppable, but as yet unquantiped, changes in the biosphere. CO2
emissions are rising more rapidly than at any previous recorded time.

The battle to stop climate change lost, we face the triple whammy of

global warming; resource depletion; and population pressure;
leading to a level of biosphere degradation, possibly without
precedent since the demise of the dinosaurs!

SO WHY ARE WE FIGHTING YESTERDAY(S BATTLES?
The Kyoto Protocol is about as useful as re-arranging the
deck chairs on the Titanic; The Stern Review perpetuates

the classical economistis failure to question the sanctity
of economic growth, and faith in markets to match supply
and demand; thus failing to build into the economic model

the pnite nature of our resource base, and the need to
substitute sustainability for exploitation;
collaboration for competition ....

GLOBALLY LOCAL
is a growing network linking individuals and groups engaged in
researching, testing, and implementing various measures which will
ensure that, over the next few decades, there are “lifeboats” (cf Richard
Heinberg’s “Powerdown’) of SUSTAINABILITY to take to as the “ship” of
GLOBALISATION slides steadily beneath the surface of rising sea levels.

GLOBALLY LOCAL proposes
the development of a network of

icollaborative functional regionso




